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no matter where he was, but at the same time, he wanted to continue to learn
different things."

Wiley worked the night shift for about three years, supervising offenders in the
making of canvas shoes. He had just transferred to the day shift when he
_ became the first TCI employee to die violently in the line of duty.

"It’s just hard to believe that somebody would want to hurt somebody like him,"
Craven said. "Somebody that nice and easy-going. It’s just hard to imagine that
anybody would want to hurt him."

CO V Jacky Austin and Wiley became fast friends while working in security
together at Clements.

"He was the type of guy who couldn’t make an enemy," Austin said. "He wasn’t
one to holler and scream. He conducted himself in a professional manner. As
far as I’m concerned, he was as good as you can get."

"If you were putting a shift together, you’d like to have a whole shift like him,"
Craven said.

Stuart Williams, manager of the shoe factory at Clements, said Wiley was
business-like on the job. /

"He was the type of employee you want, fair but firm," said Williams, adding
that he has no words to describe the pain associated with Wiley’s loss.

Several of Wiley’s co-workers described him as friendly, yet somewhat
reserved around strangers.

"?He was quiet unless he knew you," Austin said. "If he knew you, he’d laugh
all the time. He always had a smile on his face."

Those who knew Wiley said he enjoyed video games and spending time with
his family. He lost his mother in November and was concerned about keeping
his father’s spirits up and keeping him active. They joined a gym together.

"I know he spent a lot of time with his family, with his nieces and nephews,
because he’d come to work and talk about spending time with them and the
things that they did," Craven said.

Williams said he was surprised to learn at Wiley’s funeral that he had been
dyslexic as a child.

"He had an obstacle in his life he had to overcome, so hehad to be a pretty
strong-willed person to do that," Williams said.

Craven said Wiley was "a man who liked to save his money." And although he
never married, he liked to flirt with women he found attractive, telling them in
jest that he had a lot of money in the bank and would therefore make a good
husband.

"It’s not a bad trick," Craven laughed. "I can’t do that."

http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/mediasve/connections/MarApr2003/features_v10no4.html 9/8/2008






